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Question 2
The article; Ideas in American Policing is one of the most insightful articles that I have read concerning the roles of enforcement in the Homeland Security enterprise. According to LaFree, (2012), ordinary crimes and terrorist activities are common in the United States. This presents a direct challenge especially to the police and law enforcers since there are scarce resources directed towards reducing these crimes. To eliminate this challenge, the police and local jurisdictions should cooperate and gather all the resources available with an aim to make the United States safe always.
One key point in this article is the nature of the terrorist attacks in the United States. Terrorism can be defined as the actual or threatened use of some illegal force as well as violence by non-state factors with an aim to achieve political, religious, social and economic goals. The United States has continued being faced with challenges of attacks thus affecting both the external and internal factors. In addition, the Global Terrorism Database has been critical in highlighting vital details that may be fundamental to eliminate terrorist activities (LaFree, 2012). As hinted, there are nearly 98,000 terrorist attacks that have occurred in the world dating from 1970 to 2010. Threats are a common nature of the majority of the attacks that occur both in the United States and globally.
The second key point in the article is based on terrorism versus more ordinary crimes. Typically, terrorists’ acts are forms of crime based on all the essential respects. According to LaFree (2012), ordinary crimes and terrorist activities are both governed by durations and places that they occur in. In addition, they both have targets, offenders and situations that may vary according to the context of the attack. Research in criminology has constantly asserted that both ordinary crimes and terrorist’s activities accommodate forensic and investigatory similarities. For that reason, there is no much difference between the forensic methods that are applied in crime scenes investigations and also in investigating terrorist attacks. 
One similarity that is evident in both terrorism and more types of crime is based on the executors. Young men commit both crimes in search for revenge and fame among other reasons. However, the major differences between the two are that terrorists’ attacks involve many crimes such as murder, torture and kidnapping. This is very different from local crimes that involve stealing the desired property. It is also worth noting that the nations with very high numbers or ordinary crime rates happen to have high terrorism attacks (LaFree, 2012). This is evident especially in the nations have high rates of poverty levels. For that reason, it is right to assert that ordinary crimes and terrorist attacks are both serious and negative vices. Hence, they are supposed to be eliminated in the United States. On that note, the policing strategies that may be used for ordinary crimes may be less effective to curb terrorist activities.
Another key point stipulated in the article is how policing has changed since 9/11 (LaFree, 2012). Policing is a vital strategy in minimizing terrorism in the soil of the United States with an aim to protect the public. The law and courts have been on an alert to prosecute and arrest the offenders who are later charged with murder and violence. Notably, the attacks have been reduced over the years since the GTD recorded twenty-one terrorist attacks in the United States. According to LaFree (2012), the policing strategies have been fundamental in ensuring that crime rates, as well as terrorist activities, have been minimized. Additionally, the FBI has played as a reactive agency that has actively attempted to curb attacks. This is done through thorough intelligence with cooperation from the public and other security agencies. The USA PATRIOT Act of 2001 is also important in the aim to reduce terrorist activities (LaFree 2012). This is because it permits federal law enforcement to take part in reducing terrorism activities.
Based on the findings of the article, the police must be in a pole position to assist in the prevention of attacks as well as restoring back the public confidence (LaFree, 2012). The police should not be enemies of the public as long as attacks and crimes are concerned. Instead, they should be fair and develop a working relationship with the public in order to allow the flow of communication which may be vital in curbing attacks. Another finding is that there is a need to enhance cooperation between the police, the public, federal, state and local jurisdictions in order to keep the public safe from terrorist activities and threats. Cooperate may also be complemented with good policing ways with an aim to reduce and completely terrorist activities in the United States.
Question 3
This article has a close relationship with the criminal justice components. One component of the criminal justice components is law enforcement. Law enforcement may involve officers and officials who investigate criminal activities, collect evidence and forward reports on various crimes. Law enforcement officers are tasked with the roles of arresting offenders and also giving testimonies and evidence in courts (LaFree, 2012). This component has a close relationship with the course material because it is a key element in reducing terror activities. Law enforcement officers may be essential in this war because they may arrest and charge the offenders. The suspects may also be arrested before they consider committing the attacks. For that reason, this component is realistic to the course material. Another component is courts. Courts are important in any country because judges use it as a place to hear and judge cases. In addition, judges can also listen and offer agreements, pleas, and bails and also sentence the offenders. For that reason, terrorists and criminal offenders are usually sentenced in courts for determining evidence before they are jailed or released. Corrections systems are also critical components that may serve as rehabilitation centres to help terrorism offenders change their actions. 
Question 4
Upon analysing the article, it is apparent that it is insightful as well as educative. As hinted, the key points of the article support the meaning of having a stable and peaceful nation which is free from ordinary crimes and terrorist activities (LaFree, 2012). I find the article educative since it provides detailed information that explains the nature of terrorist activities, the differences and similarities of ordinary crimes and terrorist activities. Hence, I think that the public should consider reading this article with an aim of promoting self and national security. Again, I think that there should be communication across all the security levels between the police and the public. This will be essential since it will help the local police be in a position to identify and arrest criminals in the states. 
Based on how I can support my view with course material as well as the outside material, there is a need to have a nation that guarantees the safety of the public. Through reviewing other law enforcement journals, magazines, articles and books, it is evident that terrorism activities are heavily discouraged. According to LaFree (2012), a safe nation ensures the growth and development of all its sectors. The United States sees and recognizes the importance of having peaceful relationships its citizens. This will guarantee development and peaceful relationship in the nation. 
Despite the article being insightful and educative, it still has some unanswered questions. One question that the article raises that I would like to explore further is; what is the role of the government in reducing terrorism activities as well as the ordinary criminal activities? Upon reviewing the article, the role of the government of the United States is hardly mentioned. Generally, the government of a given nation has important roles to play as far as terrorist activities are concerned (LaFree, 2012). Hence, I find the article has ignored the role of the United States government in this war. If the government was to be included, it would be expected to fund the agencies, federal, state and police officers. Ensuring that law enforcement officers have the necessary resources will make the war against terrorists easier. For that reason, the government should be incorporated in the fight against war since it has the ability to completely curb terrorism.
Another question that the article raises is; what is the role of the media in the fight of terrorism and ordinary criminal activities? The media in any given nation provides a platform that can be used by the public, the government, politicians and any other person to voice out their thoughts and grievances. It should be noted that the thoughts from the public should not cause chaos or propel ethnic fights among the public. Moreover, the role of the media in the article is ignored. The media may be critical in reducing the fights of terrorism and ordinary criminal activities through the press and social networks. Social networks may also be important in ensuring that crimes are at zero rates. This may be achieved through ensuring that the public is aware of the effects of attacks on both the environment, the sovereignty of the nation as well as to the economy. For that reason, it is evident that the role of the media and that of the government should not be ignored as far as these fights are concerned. Making good of the government and the media will be fundamental in curbing terrorism rates in the United States.
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